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JL HE average tourist making a round trip to Alaska knows
next to nothing about the country, because what he sees is
infinitesimal in relation to the whole, and what he learns is so
often inexact or untrue. In south-eastern Alaska, where tourists
flock of a summer by thousands, when it is not raining the sky
is apt to be overcast, the air chilly, the sea a monotonous dull
grey. Alluring islands are obscured by mists or fogs; pleasant bays
and deep mysterious fiords and inlets appear as mere indentations
in a distant coastline. The towns are small, drab, rain-soaked,
unlovely; the inhabitants unimpressive.
The very word Alaska connotes ice and snow, reindeer, igloos,
frozen solitudes, gold, furs and salmon, all of which are present
in their several localities* Few of us realize, however, that in the
coastal areas for a distance of two thousand miles beyond the
southern boundary the climate is remarkably free from extremes
of heat or cold. One may add that cyclones and tornadoes, floods,
forest fires, highwaymen, bank failures and depressions are un-
known; that gigolos, beggars, millionaires, earthquakes, thunder
and lightning are rare and innocuous; that traffic jams and over-
crowding are worries for future consideration. At the present
time Alaska's sixty-odd thousand inhabitants have more than
nine square miles each of standing room.
It was our good fortune to be present when this remote,
neglected liability was converted into a rich asset of great in-
dustrial, and perhaps of vital military, importance. We saw the
country emerge from its isolation, change from a little-known
District into an efficiently organized Territory clamouring for
statehood. Telegraphic, telephone and radio communications
were established; fishing boats operated by sails or steam installed
internal combustion motors; steamship routes were surveyed,
marked and charted, trails widened into highways; snowshoes
and dog-teams gave way to automobiles and aeroplanes, candles
and lamps to electricity, trading posts to department stores.
It h unlikely that in any other place or period of American
expansion could a greater transformation have been witnessed